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He again reminded his hearers that the Swiss had
concluded a long and perilous war with their ancient
masters by a simple truce, during which they had estab-
lished so good a government that they were never more
attacked. Honest republican principles, and readiness
at any moment to defend dearly won liberties, had com-
bined with geographical advantages to secure the
national independence of Switzeiland.49

Jeannin paid full tribute to the maritime supremacy
of the republic.

16 You may have as much good fortune," he said, " as
the Swiss, if JTOU are wise. You have the ocean at your
side, great navigable rivers enclosing you in eveiy direc-
tion, a multitude of ships, with sailors, pilots, and sea-
faring men of every description, who are the very best
soldiers in battles at sea to be found in Christendom.
With these you will preserve your military vigour and
your habits of navigation, the long voyages to which you
are accustomed continuing as usual. And such is the
kind of soldiers you require. As for auxiliaries, should
you need them you know where to find them."60

The president implored the States-General accordingly
to pay no attention to the writings which were circulated
among the people to prejudice them against the truce.

This was aimed directly at the stadholder, who had
been making so many direct personal appeals to the
people, and who was now the more incensed, recognis-
ing the taunt of the president as an arrow taken from
Barneveld's quiver. There had long ceased to be any
communication between the Prince and the Advocate,
and Maurice made no secret of his bitter animosity both
to Bameveld and to Jeannin.

He hesitated on no occasion to denounce the Advocate
as travelling straight on the road to Spain, and although
he was not aware of the twenty thousand florins recently
presented by the French king, he had accustomed him-
self, with the enormous exaggeration of party spirit, to
look upon the first statesman of his country and of
Europe as a traitor to the republic and a tool of the
archdukes. As we look back upon those passionate days,
we cannot but be appalled at the depths to which tlieo
logical hatred could descend.
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